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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2716 
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TAGS: PFOR PINT SY ELE 

SUBJ: AL-BAATH COLUMNIST REVIEWS POLICY IN LEBANON 

1 . SUMMARY: EMBOFF APRIL 27 DISCUSSED SYRIA'S ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS IMPLEMENTATION CAIRO AGREEMENT WITH SENIOR AL-BAATH 
COLUMNIST AMID AL-KHULI WHO WRITES MOST OF HIS PAPER'S 
EDITORIALS ON LEBANON. KHULI MADE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

-LEBANESE FORCES WOULD BE DESPATCHED TO SOUTH LEBANON 
"IN MATTER OF DAYS," 

-SYRIA DID NOT WANT EITHER THE RIGHTISTS OR PALESTINIANS 
TO GAIN PREPONDERANCE OF POWER IN SOUTH LEBANON; 

-1969 CAIRO ACCORDS WOULD BE IMPLEMENTED IN STAGES; 
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-REBUILDING OF LEBANESE INSTITUTIONS, ESPECIALLY THE ARMY, 

AND APPLICATION OF CAIRO ACCORDS ON PALESTINIANS SHOULD 
PROCEED IN TANDEM BUT DELAY IN IMPLEMENTATION OF ONE 
SHOULD NOT SERVE AS PRETEXT FOR HALTING PROGRESS ON OTHER; 

-PROGRESS ON ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ISSUES WOULD AID 
POLITICAL RECONCILIATION; 
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-SYRIA WOULD STRIKE AT ANY ELEMENTS WHICH OPPOSED SARKIS 
BY FORCE, AND 

-SYRIA MAY STILL BE INTERESTED IN EVENTUALLY FORMING 
JOINT COMMAND WITH PLO. END SUMMARY. 

2. SOUTH LEBANON. KHULI STATED THAT LEBANESE ARMY WOULD 
BE SENT TO SOUTH IN MATTER OF DAYS AND THAT SYRIA WOULD NOT 
PERMIT EITHER RIGHTISTS OR PLO FORCES TO GAIN UPPER HAND 

IN THE REGION. HE SAID THAT ISRAEL WOULD NOT HAVE ANY 
PRETEXT TO OBJECT TO THIS SINCE SARKIS AS HEAD OF LEGALLY 
CONSTITUTED GOVERNMENT HAS RIGHT TO DEPLOY HIS FORCES ON 
HIS SOVEREIGN TERRITORY. HE SAID SYRIA EXPECTED BACKING 
OF BOTH US AND USSR IN THIS, ESPECIALLY AFTER ASAD'S 

TRIP TO MOSCOW. 

3. FATAH/SYRIA RELATIONS. KHULI LEFT EMBOFF WITH IMPRESSION 
THAT FATAH/SYRIA COORDINATION HAD IMPROVED SIGNIFICANTLY 
IN LEBANON (SEE DAMASCUS 2363). HE CHARACTERIZED THOSE 
WHO CREATED INCIDENTS IN BEIRUT AS "OPPORTUNISTS' 1 WHO 
PROFITED FROM CONTINUATION OF FIGHTING. HE SAID ADF HAD 
SURROUNDED SABRA CAMP BECAUSE SOME ELEMENTS BELONGING TO 
GANG OF ISAM AL-ARAB, WHOM HE BLAMED FOR KILLING OF TWO 
SYRIAN OFFICERS, HAD TRIED TO TAKE REFUGE THERE. 

HE ADDED THAT ADF ALSO WISHED TO PREVENT DISSIDENT 
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(PRESUMABLY PL REJECTIONISTS) ELEMENTS FROM EXPLOITING 
THE SITUATION. 

4. CAIRO AGREEMENT. KHULI IMPLIED THAT SYRIA BACKING 
AWAY FROM SORCEFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF AGREEMENT VIS-A-VIS 
PALESTINIANS. ACCORDING TO TERMS OF CAIRO ALREEMENT, 

PLO SUPPOSED TO COORDINATE THE AGREEMENT'S IMPLEMENTATION 
WITH LEBANESE ARMY, BUT ABSENCE OF EFFECTIVE LEBANESE 
ARMY MADE QUICK RESULTS DIFFICULT, "SINCE WITH WHOM CAN 
THE PLO DEAL?" HE ALSO ASSERTED THAT PLO COULD NOT BE 
LEFT DEFENSELESS WHILE RIGHTWING MILITIAS STILL REMAINED 
FREE OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT DISCIPLINE. HE BELIEVED MORE 
HEAVY WEAPONS STILL REMAINED TO BE COLLECTED FROM PALESTINIAN 
CAMPS BUT THAT "A FEW" SUCH WEAPONS SHOULD BE LEFT FOR PLO 
SELF-DEFENSE AGAINST ISRAELI ATTACKS. HE SAID REBUILDING 
OF LEBANESE INSTITUTIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION OF CAIRO AGREEMENT 
SHOULD PROCEED SIMULTANEOUSLY BUT SAID THAT IF DIFFICULTIES 
SLOWED IMPLEMENTATION OF ONE THIS SHOULD NOT SERVE AS 
PRETEXT TO HALT PROGRESS ON THE OTHER. WHEN EMBOFF ASKED 
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IF THIS MEANT THAT PALESTINIANS SHOULD NOT POINT TO SLTWNESS 
IN RECONSTITUTING ARMY AS EXCUSE TO AVOID CARRYING OUT 
THE AGREEMENT, HE INDICATED SITUATION WAS THE REVERSE, 
ASSERTING THAT LEBANESE RIGHTISTS WOULD LI KE LY TO DRAG 
THEIR FEET ON COOPERATING WITH SARKIS IF PALESTINAINS 
DID NOT FULLY IMPLEMENT CAIRO AGREEMENT ACCORDING TO 
MARINITE'S STRICT INTERPRETATION. HE INDICATED IT 
UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT PLO TO UNILATERALLY DISARM. HE 
SAID THAT CURRENT IDEAS ABOUT NUMBER OF ARMED MEN PER 
THOUSAND INHABITANTS WERE TOO STRINGENT. HE OPINED THAT 
FINAL INTERPRETATION WTULD RESTRICT PLO PRESENCE TO 
CERTAIN WELL DEFINED AREAS IN SOUTH LEBANON, GET THEM 
BACK INTO THE CAMPS IN REST TF THE COUNTRY, AND GREATLY 
RESTRICT TYPES OF ARMAMENTS THEY PERMITTED TT MAINTAIN. 

HE DID NOT BELIEVE NUMBER OF FIGHTERS ALLOWED TO 
REMAIN IN THE SOUTH WOULD BE RESTRICTED. 
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5. SARKIS POLICIES. EMBOFF POINTED OUT THAT MUCH OF 

THIS SEEMED TO RUN COUNTER TO CURRENT THINKING OF LEBANESE 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND ASKED HOW THE FOREGOING 
COULD BE RECONCILED WITH SYRIA’S OFT-STATED 
ASSERTIONS THAT ADF WOULD FAITHFULLY CARRY OUT SARKIS’ 
ORDERS. AT THIS POINT, KHULI BACKED OFF AND SAID THAT 
"OF COURSE" THIS WAS TRUE AND THAT HE HAD MERELY BEEN 
OFFERING HIS "PERSONAL OPINIONS." IF PRES SARKIS WISHED 
MORE STRINGENT APPROACH, THEN SYRIAN FORCES IN ADF WOULD 
COMPLY. HE CONCLUDED THAT HE BELIEVED REBUILDING OF 
ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE WAS PROPER WAY TO PROCEED AT 
THIS STAGE AND THAT POLITICAL RECONCILIATION WOULD 
THEN FOLLOW. 

6. PLO-SYRIAN JOINT COMMAND. MOST RECENT ISSUE OF 
MAGAZINE SAWT FALASTIN (VOICE OF PALESTINE) PUBLISHED 
SPEECH KHULI HAD DELIVERED AT INVITATION OF PLA 
CONTINGENT STATIONED IN SYRIA. KHULI REMINDED HIS 
AUDIENCE THAT SHORTLY AFTER PRES ASAD PROPOSED JOINT 
SYRO-PAT .F.STTNIAN COMMAND IN MARCH 1975, LEBANESE WAR 
BROKE OUT AND UNDERMINED POSSIBILITIES OF REACHING 
AGREEMENT. IN HIS SPEECH, KHULI APPEARED TO ADVOCATE 
RECONSIDERATION OF THE WHOLE IDEA. WHEN QUERIED BY 
EMBOFF ON THE SUBJECT, KHULI CLAIMED TO SEE REAL 
POSSIBILITY THAT SUCH A PROPOSAL WOULD BE RESURRECTED. 

7. COMMENT. KHULI’S EDITORIALS AND PRESUMABLY HIS REMARKS 
REFLECT GUIDANCE HE RECEIVES FROM SARG. HIS COMMENTARY 
EXPANDED UPON AND CLARIFIED COLUMNS HE HAS BEEN WRITING 
FOR PAST SEVERAL WEEKS IMPLYING THAT SARG VIEWS ON 
IMPLEMENTATION OF CAIRO AGREEMENT HAD EVOLVED IN 
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DIRECTION MORE FAVORABLE TO PLO 'MODERATES.'' HOWEVER, 

KHULI BELIEVES PLO SHOULD SUBORDINATE ITSELF TO SYRIAN 
AIMS IN LEBANON. 

THEROS 
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